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on the following day, August 21st. In the battle which ensued,
known as the Goncon, the Balmaceda forces were beaten and
routed, and fell back on Yalparaiso dispirited, disorganized and
demoralized.

The Baltimore arrived at Yalparaiso on the afternoon of
August 21st, from Coquhnbo, having passed Quinteros Bay
about 4 P. M. Her course down was necessarily along the coast,
carrying her within plain sight of the insurgent ships in that
bay. Although the commander's orders were to look in at
Quinteros, it was thought that the motive of such a visit might
be misconstrued at such a time, and it was decided merely to
pass 'on to Yalparaiso.

On reaching the anchorage, it was learned that Admiral
Brown the day before had gone with the San Francisco to Quin-
teros Bay on the proper mission of ascertaining for himself and
for his Government the truth or falsity of rumors with refer-
ence to the landing of the insurgent army at that point. Ad-
miral Brown was assailed in the Chilean press for having gone
to Quinteros Bay at all, declaring that the only purpose of his
visit had been to spy out the details of this landing for the
Yalparaiso officials. While this was maliciously untrue, as a
matter of fact the disordered state of the public mind was such
that the motive of every act of the foreign officers was mis-
construed. Admiral Brown's first information of the landing
of the insurgent army came from the Yalparaiso authorities and
was complete in every detail as to the number of troops, trans-
ports, and convoying men-of-war, before he visited Quinteros
Bay. The authorities of Yalparaiso needed no details of the
landing and none were communicated to them by any American
authority.

It should be said in connection with this matter that there
were so many rumors afloat, from the beginning to the end of
the revolution of 1891, of battles said to have been fought, of
movements said to have been made on both sides, that com-
manders of squadrons, or ships, could only keep themselves
au courant with what was going on by actual personal inspec-
tions made on the spot, and to do this ships were obliged to
visit many localities while operations were in progress. It was
realized that in time of war, especially in a civil war? the south bank of the Aconcagua River, and the San Francisco was found at anchor there. A fulloceeded to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
